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the lapels of his coat; but, as he warmed to his argument, his
hands and arms would come into vigorous play and sweeping
and expressive gestures would be used to drive the points home.

Though it was soon apparent that he had been fortunate in
not being elected to Parliament, he continued to keep in touch
with Liberal Imperialist politics and personalities. Lord Rosebery
was undergoing an unusually long spell of sustained activity and
had even consented to address meetings in the country, including
a great rally at Chesterfield. A number of his supporters from
London travelled up to "make a platform" on this important
occasion. The main hall was packed and an overflow meeting
had to be hastily arranged which, after the tiresome habit of over-
flow meetings, had to be kept amused until the chief speaker \vas
free to vouchsafe to it a condensed version of the address which
he had just delivered elsewhere.

Ruf us Isaacs was among the travellers from London to Chester-
field, but found on arrival that he was after all not to hear the
speech from Lord Rosebery for the sake of which he had come
so far and at so much inconvenience, having been marked down
as a sacrifice to the overflow.

However, it could under pressure be regarded as a compli-
ment and, though he had nothing prepared, he embarked upon
an amalgam of the speeches to which the electors of North Ken-
sington had listened not many months before. He had been for
some time on his legs and was still undefeated though flagging,
when he made a point which to his immense surprise roused the
audience to the wildest enthusiasm. Cheer after cheer was raised
and the speaker, thinking that he must unwittingly have made
some local allusion of great moment, waited in secret elation for
the gratifying applause to subside. As he stood there, he felt a
hand on his shoulder and heard the voice of Lord Rosebery,
whose entry from the back while he was speaking he had failed
to observe, saying in his ear : "Thanks very much, Mr. Isaacs. I
think 111 speak now.

But these incursions into politics were rare, for his practice
was now demanding undivided attention and he was emerging
from what is to the outside world the comparative obscurity of
the Commercial Court into the full publicity of such cases as
figure in headlines and on contents bills.

As a junior he had scarcely ever found his way into a criminal
court, but the first case after he had taken silk which brought
his name prominently before the public had been a long prose-
cution at the Old Bailey of a solicitor named Beall and three of
his associates for frauds in connection with a bogus company,